	Historic Elections: Lesson


Directions: Print the Activity form for this lesson so you can fill it in as you read about these historically significant presidential elections.
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Election of 1800 — A New Era: Parties and Platforms
Candidates: Thomas Jefferson, Democratic-Republican (pictured), and John Adams, Federalist

CAMPAIGN OVERVIEW 

President John Adams ran for re-election under the newly formed Federalist Party. Thomas Jefferson, who had been vice president under Adams ran against him as the Democratic-Republican party candidate. This was the only time that a vice president ever ran against the president with whom he served. Each party also selected a vice-presidential nominee. Aaron Burr was nominated to run as Thomas Jefferson's vice president, and Charles Pinckney for John Adams. In 1800, the candidate who received the second-highest number of votes (no matter the party of the winner) in the electoral system won the vice presidency. Putting up a vice-presidential candidate was essentially a race for second place.

More Information
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Election of 1824—The Corrupt Bargain 

Candidates: John Quincy Adams (pictured), Andrew Jackson, William Crawford and Henry Clay
CAMPAIGN OVERVIEW
The election of 1824 had four Republican candidates vying for the presidency. Andrew Jackson of Tennessee was a popular war hero with limited political experience. Secretary of State John Quincy Adams of Massachusetts, the son of second president John Adams, was an experienced Washington diplomat with a brilliant mind but an aloof disposition. Early in the campaign, William Crawford of Georgia was considered the favorite. During the election year Crawford developed a serious illness that resulted in the demise of his presidential hopes. Speaker of the House Henry Clay of Kentucky was the fourth candidate and eventually would play a major role in electing a political rival. 
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Election of 1840—Spin Succeeds Over Substance 

Candidates: William Henry Harrison, Whig (pictured), Martin Van Buren, Democrat, James G. Birney, Liberty Party 

CAMPAIGN OVERVIEW
One of the first campaigns to use "spin" to promote a candidate, the election of l840 relied on image making and rhetoric as opposed to hard issues. Democrats re-nominated the incumbent Martin Van Buren whose presidency was beset with economic problems. The Whigs rejected party leaders Henry Clay and Daniel Webster and united their support behind military hero and l834 candidate, William Henry Harrison. John Tyler, former governor of Virginia, who had also served in the U.S. House and Senate, was the Whigs' choice for vice president. Founded by those who opposed the extension of slavery, the Liberty Party made its first appearance in the l840 election with James G. Birney as its candidate. 
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Election of 1860—A House Divides; A Union Dissolves
Candidates: Abraham Lincoln, Republican (pictured), Stephen Douglas, Democrat, John C. Breckenridge, National Democrat, and John Bell, Constitutional Union Party
CAMPAIGN OVERVIEW
The election of l860 was going to be decisive for the future of the union. Southerners viewed Abraham Lincoln and the Republican Party as intolerable abolitionists who threatened the southern way of life. Taking advantage of the conflicts within the Democratic Party over the "peculiar institution" of slavery, Abraham Lincoln and the Republicans formed a united front and achieved a majority of electoral votes, despite earning less than a majority of the popular votes. The Republican strategy worked. The split in the Democratic Party assured Lincoln's victory, prompting seven states to secede by his March inauguration.
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Election of 1888—Electoral College Defeats the Sitting President
Candidates: Benjamin Harrison, Republican (pictured), and Grover Cleveland, Democrat
CAMPAIGN OVERVIEW
Democrats threw their support behind incumbent president Grover Cleveland. After eight ballots at the Republican National Convention, Benjamin Harrison, a Civil War general, former senator from Indiana, and grandson of President William Henry Harrison finally received the nomination from his party. There was heavy campaigning from third party candidates, however many states had ballot laws that restricted their names from being on the ballots.
More Information
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Election of 1948—The Election of 1948: Dewey Defeats Truman?
Candidates: Harry S. Truman, Democrat (pictured), Thomas Dewey, Republican, Strom Thurmond, Dixiecrat, and Henry Wallace, Progressive
CAMPAIGN OVERVIEW
Harry S. Truman, who became president upon the death of Franklin D. Roosevelt in April 1945, was the Democratic nominee. The Democrats were deeply divided resulting in the formation of two significant third party campaigns. Henry A. Wallace, a former Treasury Secretary and Vice President during F.D.R.'s historic third term, opposed Truman by running as the Progressive Party nominee. South Carolina governor Strom Thurmond, who opposed Truman's civil rights policies, represented the Dixiecrat Party. The Republican nominee and overwhelming favorite to win the election was former New York Governor Thomas Dewey. 

More Information
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Election of 1968— An Election in the Midst of War and Civil Unrest
Candidates: Richard M. Nixon, Republican (pictured), Hubert H. Humphrey, Democrat, and George Wallace, Independent
CAMPAIGN OVERVIEW
After President Lyndon B. Johnson announced his decision not to seek re-election, Vice President Hubert H. Humphrey declared his candidacy for the Democratic Party's presidential nomination. A primary battle followed, with Robert F. Kennedy leading at the time of his assassination. Humphrey received the presidential nomination at the Democratic National Convention in Chicago, where streets were filled with anti-war protesters clashing with local police. For the Republican Party, former Vice President and presidential nominee Richard M. Nixon held the leading spot. Alabama Governor George Wallace emerged as a third party candidate for the American Independent Party. 
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Election of 1976—-A Political Outsider Prevails
Candidates: Jimmy Carter, Democrat (pictured) and Gerald Ford, Republican
CAMPAIGN OVERVIEW
More than two years after Richard Nixon's resignation, the only "appointed" president, Gerald Ford, vied for the presidency with Jimmy Carter, former governor of Georgia. Ford pledged to restore government integrity in the post-Watergate era, but his swift official pardon of Nixon dogged his campaign. Carter, politically unknown outside of Georgia, charged that Republican policies compromised America's international status and debilitated the domestic economy. Both candidates took advantage of media exposure and sometimes committed gaffes. In an interview for Playboy, Carter revealed that he had "lusted in his heart," a quaint confession in the post-sexual revolution era. In the second of three televised national debates, Ford damaged his credibility by stating, "There is no Soviet domination of Eastern Europe and there never will be under a Ford Administration." 
More Information
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Election of 1980—The Triumph of Ronald Reagan and the American Right
Candidates: Ronald Reagan, Republican (pictured) and Jimmy Carter, Democrat
CAMPAIGN OVERVIEW
In l980, Democratic President Jimmy Carter had lost the voters' confidence. The nation's economy was in shambles and the ongoing Iranian hostage crisis tarnished America's international prestige. Carter's popularity was plummeting as he mounted his campaign for re-election. At the same time, the Republicans were uniting a broad coalition of conservatives known as "The New Right." They supported a former actor and former governor of California, Ronald Reagan, who had nearly won the Republican nomination in l976. Liberal Republican John Anderson of Illinois ran as an independent.

More Information


Election of 2000—The Civics Lesson of the New Century 
Candidates: George W. Bush, Republican (pictured), Al Gore, Democrat, Ralph Nader, Green Party, and Pat Buchanan, Reform Party

CAMPAIGN OVERVIEW
Ushering in a new century, the election of 2000 tested the workings of the U.S. Constitution, party politics, and the patience of the nation. The sitting president, Bill Clinton, had survived impeachment but not without the taint of scandal. Democratic Vice President Al Gore distanced himself from the President and ran an earnest campaign. His Republican opponent, Texas Governor George W. Bush, enjoyed immediate name recognition as the son of the one-term forty-first president, George Herbert Walker Bush. But "George W."(or "Dubya" as he became known) never completely shed his less than presidential image. Disaffected Republican-turned-Reform Party candidate, Pat Buchanan challenged the "bi-partisan establishment," while the entrance of Green Party candidate, Ralph Nader may have tipped the balance in what was one of the closest elections in modern times. 

ELECTORAL OVERVIEW
The election was predictably close. However, few could have foreseen the complicated outcome of Election Day 2000. As polls began closing, Gore seemed to be leading in the popular and electoral votes. Later that night however, the final results hinged on the outcome in Florida, where Bush's brother was governor. The initial count declared George W. Bush the winner. But speculation surfaced surrounding Bush's victory and Florida's ballot legitimacy, as Palm Beach County reported a large number of votes for third party candidates. When an automated recount still put Bush ahead by a few hundred votes (out of nearly six million cast), Gore filed a lawsuit demanding a manual recount in several Florida counties. Bush sued to block the hand count. Political and legal wrangling ensued among county and state officials of different parties and in both the Florida state and federal courts. Uncertainty as to who was the legitimately-elected President stretched to mid-December. In the end, the U.S. Supreme Court in a 5-4 decision barred recounting in only certain Florida counties, effectively assuring all of Florida's twenty-five electoral votes, and by extension, the presidency, for Bush. 

More Information
Source:
C-SPAN http://www.c-span.org/classroom/govt/hse.asp
Text Credit:
2003 Teacher Fellows
PAGE  
	05_HistoricElections_L.doc
Northern Berkshire ABE http://abeged.com
	5
	Election 2004 Project

Thelma Margulies/Carole Blair



[image: image20.png]


