	Elections 101: Lesson


How Do We Elect a President? 

Learn about the role of the president and the election process.
What is the role of the President of the United States? 

The president has many duties and responsibilities. Go to the Scholastic Web page below to learn more about the president's job: 

http://teacher.scholastic.com/researchtools/articlearchives/civics/presres/prseven.htm

Learn about all of the American Presidents: 

The National Museum of American History/Smithsonian Institute: The American Presidency http://americanhistory.si.edu/presidency/home.html 
Click on each of the presidents on the timeline to learn more.

How does the election for President of the U.S. work?  

Check the end of the lesson for the answers: 

 Can anyone be president of the United States? 

 What is a political party? 

 How do the political parties choose candidates? 

 How are the president and vice president elected? 

 Who can vote in a Presidential Election? 

Does the presidential candidate with the most votes win? 

The Electoral College - The Basics:

 When a person casts a vote in the general election, they are actually voting for a group of people known as electors. 

 Electors are members of the Electoral College. They are appointed by political parties in each state to vote for the President and Vice President. 

 In the Electoral College system each state gets a certain number of electors equal to the number of Senators and Representatives to which the State may be entitled in the Congress.

 . Each elector gets one electoral vote. 

 The Presidential election is decided by the combined results of 51 State elections (in this context, the term "State" includes Washington, DC). 

 The candidate who wins the popular vote in a state on election day also wins that state's electoral votes. It takes a majority, at least 270 of the 538 electoral votes, to win. 

To learn more about the Electoral College use the resources below:  

· The Change Agent - Adult Education for Social Justice News, Issues & Ideas – Understanding the Electoral College by Cara Anaam
http://www.nelrc.org/changeagent/selectedArticles/article2vol18.htm 
· The Federal Election Commission: http://www.fec.gov/pages/ecworks.htm   
To understand more about elections use the Election terms resource from: THE CHANGE AGENT
Look on page 4 for a list of words and meanings. http://www.nelrc.org/changeagent/pdf/issue18.pdf 


----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Answers to:  How does the election for President of the U.S. work?

A president must be: 

 A native-born American citizen 

 At least 35 years old 

 A resident of the U. S. for at least 14 year 
What is a political party? 

 A political party is made up of people that usually think alike about different issues, like how much money to spend on education and whether to raise taxes. 

 There are two major parties in the United States today, the Democrats and the Republicans. 

 There are many other parties (third parties); for example, the Green Party, and the Reform Party. 

How do political parties choose candidates? 

Primaries and Caucus 

 In these elections, party members get to vote for the candidate that will represent their party in the up coming general election. 

National Conventions 

 At the end of the primaries and caucuses, each party holds a national convention to select one Presidential nominee. During this time, each Presidential candidate chooses a running mate (or vice-presidential candidate). 

How are the president and the vice- president elected? 

The General (or Popular) Election 

 Each party is represented by one candidate. 

 Candidates campaign throughout the country in an attempt to win the support of voters. 

 In November, the people vote for one candidate in the general (or popular) election. 

Who can vote in the election? 

To vote a person must be: 

 A citizen of the United States 

 18 years of age or older 
 Registered to vote
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