The Olympics: A Brief History
by Brian McNeil

In this essay, I will briefly tell the history of the Olympics. First, I will talk about the early Olympic history to the present. Second, I will talk about some sad events in Olympic history. Third, I will briefly talk about USA Olympic history. Fourth, I will talk about some famous Olympians. Fifth, I will talk about some problems associated with the Olympics. Finally, I will talk about movies that have Olympic themes and how they reuse Olympic venues.

The modern day Olympics began on April 6, 1896 in Athens, Greece and has been held every four years, except in 1916, 1940, and 1944 because of World Wars I and II. On January 25, 1924 the International Olympic Committee, the governing body that controls operations of the Olympics, started the winter Olympics at Chamonix, France and had been held the same year as the summer Olympics until 1992.
Athletes, who compete in the Olympics with the exception of some events, must be amateurs. The Olympic torch is lit in Olympia, Greece and is relayed across the world until it gets to the opening ceremony and the Olympic Flame is lit. During the parade of nations, the Olympians of Greece are first and the host nation is last.

The Olympics were designed as a peaceful competition between countries, but there have been some sad events in Olympic history. During the 1972 summer games in Munich, 
Germany, Palestinian terrorists kidnapped and eventually killed all the athletes from Israel. At the 1996 games in Atlanta, Georgia, a pipe bomb went off, killed one visitor, and injured 110 other visitors at the Olympic Village.

The United States has participated in every Olympics, except the 1980 summer games in Moscow. The reason was, the United States led a boycott of the games because the 
Russians invaded Afghanistan. The United States has been a host country more times then any other host country. We have hosted the 1904, 1932, 1984 and 1996 summer games and the 1932, 1960, 1980, and 2002 winter games.

There have been many famous Olympians from the United States. I will name individuals and teams.
In figure skating, they are Kristy Yamaguchi, Scott Hamilton, and Dorothy Hamill, Tara Lapinski, Sarah Hughes, Nancy Kerrigan, and Michelle Kwan.
In aquatics, they are Jimmy Spitz, Greg Louganis and Janet Evens.
In tennis, they are Stefi Graf and Jimmy Conners.
In track and field, they are Bruce Jenner, Florence Griffith Joyner, Jackie Joyner Kersee, and Ben Johnson.
Other famous Olympians are Picabo Street in skiing, Kurt Angle in freestyle wrestling, and Mohammad Ali in boxing.
Famous Olympic teams are the 1980 Men’s Hockey Team, the 1996 Woman’s Gymnastics Team and the Dream Team in men’s basketball.
One athlete who stands out among the others I have mentioned, in my opinion, is Jim Shea. Jim is a third generation Olympian. His father competed in cross-country and his grandfather is a two-time gold medalist in speed skating from the 1932 games in Lake Placid. The reason I think he stands out is that his grandfather was planning to attend the Olympics to watch his grandson in skeleton, which is luge headfirst. However, tragically, 19 days before the beginning of the Olympics and 2 days before he was going to leave, he was killed in a car accident. To honor his grandfather’s memory, Jim wore a picture of his grandfather in his helmet when he competed at the Olympics. He not only won a medal but a gold one at that.

During and after the Olympic games, medals and contest results are contested because of both drug violations and judging errors. I will mention three such events that resulted in medals being contested. The first was during the winter Olympics in Nagano, Japan during the medals round of paired figure skating the French judge awarded the Russian team a score that was not earned, but the Canadian team had a better performance. Because of this, the IOC suspended the judge and awarded a second pair of gold medals to the Canadian team. The second one was from the last Olympics in Athens, Greece. Paul Hamm of the US Men’s Gymnastics team won the all around men’s gold medals even after faulting on one of the events. The South Korean team contested Hamm’s medal, because the South Korean athlete Yang Tae-young who came in Third had no faults. The reason this happened is that three of the judges who were suspended, took a tenth of a point away from the Korean’s score. This was the difficulty value of the parallel bars, which they should not have.
The gymnastics governing body sent a letter requesting that Hamm should give up his medal, Hamm and the US Olympic committee said no way. A hearing was convened and they ruled that Hamm can keep his medal. The third is Track and Field Star Marion Jones who might have to give up all her medals she won at the Sydney Games because of drug violations.

After the Olympics have ended a lot of the event locations are used again for other events. The Lake Placid locations are used today as the winter Olympics training facility. Olympic Stadium in Montreal was the home of the Montreal

Expos baseball team until the end of the 2004 season, when they moved to another city. The Atlanta Stadium used for the Olympics in 1996 became Turner Field, which is now the home of the Atlanta Braves baseball team.

Many movies have Olympic themes. Four of them are Disney’s Ice Angel, The Cutting Edge, Chariots of Fire, and Cool Runnings. One movie has scenes at an Olympic location, the movie is James Bond’s For Your Eyes Only and the location is Cortina D’Ampezzo, Italy, host of the 1956 winter Olympic Games. St Moritz, Switzerland was also mentioned, host of the 1928 and 1948 winter Olympics games.

In conclusion, I hope this briefly explains the history of the Olympics. If you want more information or would like to know about other Olympians I did not mention, you could check the Web page address I provide below or any other Web page. Your local public or college library will also have many books on the Olympics. The information in this essay was taken from the Web page http://www.olympic.org/uk/index_uk.asp  and from my memory.
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