Basic Facts about the Quabbin Reservoir

POSSIBLE ANSWERS


Directions: Use either the Web sites provided for this module or search other Web sites for answers to the following questions.

1. When did the Quabbin project begin?

· to quench its thirst in the late 30s (source)
· 1938 … the Swift River Valley officially ceased to exist (source)

· Date towns discontinued April 28, 1938 (source)
· Opened to public July 1945 (source)
· By 1939, the dam is completed and the waters begin to rise. (source)

2. What public good was served by creating the Quabbin Reservoir?

· get water to Boston (source)
· created wilderness and recreation 
3. What towns were flooded to create the Quabbin Reservoir?

· four towns in an idyllic valley setting were utterly destroyed, leveled, and burnt to the ground (source)
· Dana, Enfield, Greenwich and Prescott were wiped off the face of the Earth and seven other towns were affected. (source)
4. How many people were affected by the state’s land taking for the Quabbin Reservoir?

· Displaced 2500 people (source)
5. How long did the process take?

· In 1926, construction began on the Wachusett-Colebrook Tunnel, which is now the eastern section of the Quabbin Tunnel. (Web search source)

· Construction on the Quabbin Reservoir began in 1936. Filling commenced on August 14, 1939 and was completed in 1946 when water first flowed over the spillway. (Web search source)
6. What are some basic facts about the Quabbin Reservoir’s size?

ANSWERS WILL VARY

· Quabbin's water covers 39 square miles, is 18 miles long, and has 181 miles of shoreline. When full, Quabbin holds 412 billion gallons of water. (source)
7.   What other interesting information have you learned about the Quabbin Reservoir?

ANSWERS WILL VARY

· [During clearing,] bodies dug up (except for Native Americans) (source)
· Over 6,000 graves were relocated from the Valley to Quabbin Park cemetery. (source)
Map of the Quabbin Reservoir, Watershed, and Communities Served
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