
Directions: Read the following story and answer the question about it on 
the next page. 
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Question 
 
In the article you just read, Robert B. Streeter says, “I cannot love or hate 
Quabbin. I watch its beauty with an ambivalence…” 
 
Read the following definition for the word ambivalence and, on a separate 
piece of paper, write a brief paragraph telling what you think the author 
means when he says he is ambivalent about the Quabbin Reservoir. Why 
might he both love and hate the Quabbin Reservoir? 
 

ambivalence  am·biv·a·lence noun 
 
Having two opposite attitudes or feelings at the same time, such as 
love and hate, toward a person, object, or idea. 
 
Click here to go to a Web page where you can click on the 
speaker icon to hear the word spoken.    
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