Lowell Mills Video (runs about 7 minutes)
1. The Lowell mill girls came from small farming communities. They were accustomed to working from sun up to sunset. Why might this be an attractive work habit to mill owners?

2. What is a natural resource?

(Industrial materials and capacities (as mineral deposits and waterpower) supplied by nature)

3. What was the most important natural resource available in Lowell?

(Water and 33-foot crashing water fall to power the machinery from the Merrimack River)

4. Middle-aged women with children ran boarding houses. What was life like living in a boarding house?

· 4 girls to a room, 2 girls to a bed

· 10pm curfew

· restrictions on gentleman callers

· required church attendance

· vaccinations to prevent disease

5. Clocks, bells, and whistles regulated the working days of the Lowell Mill girls. How do think this was different from the life they had known on the farms they came from?

6. Why did the farm girls come to work in the mills?

· They were paid cash wages

· Cultural opportunities they didn’t have in the small villages they came from, such as friendships, libraries, and theater.
7. What were the major health problems associated with working in the mills?

· Noise pollution from the looms affected workers’ hearing

· Air pollution from the cotton affected workers’ lungs

8. Did new technology developments focus on making a mill girl’s life better? 

No, new technologies focused on increasing the production of textiles.

9. How did factory owners try to produce more textile products at a lower cost?
· Lowered wages

· Increased the number of machines that mill girls had to run

10. How did the workers react to these changes?

They went on strike.

11. Have you ever worked in a mill?

What product was made?

What did you like about working in a mill?
What did you not like about working in a mill?

12. Evidence in North Adams and Adams of a similar kind of mill life,  

mill houses are next to mills.

Beaver Street Mills
Greylock mill and row houses.

Adams mill and row houses.
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