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Use the chart below to learn about how to write a Five Paragraph Essay. 

Read information about writing each of the three main parts of the essay: the Introduction, the Body and the Conclusion.  Click on the links (Introduction, Body and Conclusion) to see the examples of each section of a sample essay. 
	The Introduction 
	The Introduction should have the following components: 

· The Topic Sentence: One sentence that includes the topic of the essay and your opinion/point of view about the topic 

· Supporting Sentences (2-3): Two or three main ideas supporting your opinion on the topic (one sentence for each supporting idea). You will need to discuss each supporting idea in the body of your essay. 

· Summary Sentence (optional): You may include a closing sentence summarizing your opinion/point of view.  

	The Body 
	The Body of the Essay should contain: 

· Use the 2-3 supporting sentences in your introduction to write the body. 

· Start each body paragraph with one supporting sentence from your introduction. 

· Use ideas, details and examples to complete each paragraph (4-6 sentences)  

	The Conclusion
	The Conclusion 

The last paragraph of your essay is the conclusion. The conclusion echoes the introduction and summarizes the main points from your essay. Use the suggestions below to complete your conclusion: 

· Summarize the main points from your essay 

· Give advice, make predictions, or draw conclusion 

· Check your introduction to make sure you emphasize the main points 
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1. What has been the best period in your life, and why?

Write an essay describing the time of your life when you were the happiest. (You may choose to write about the present

2. Most people feel that they have "learned some lessons" in their life. They may have made some mistakes that taught them something.
What is one thing you have learned from your past? What would you do differently if you could? Remember to be specific.

3. Choose an important person that you have looked up to and who has helped you in your life.
In an essay explain who this person is; why you look up to her (him) and how the person has helped you. Be specific and give examples.
4. Do you believe in the saying “Nice guys finish last”?  

Write an essay presenting your view.  Support it with examples from your own experience, your observations, and your personal knowledge.

5. Some people believe that “every cloud has a silver lining”.  Do you agree or disagree that there is something to be gained from even the most negative experience?  

In an essay explain whether you agree or disagree. Support your view.

6. How are your responsibilities different today than they were when you were younger?

Write an essay comparing your responsibilities now and in the past. Give examples and be specific.
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                   Editing Checklist

Read over your essay carefully, and check for each writing skill listed below.  Make corrections and check off each area on the chart when it is completed.
	

	Skill Areas
	Done 

	Mechanics
	 

	 Check for correct capitalization.
	 

	 Check for correct punctuation.
	  

	 Check the spelling.
	 

	 Usage
	 

	Check for subject verb agreement.
	 

	Check verb tense.
	 

	Sentence Structure
	 

	 Check for sentence fragments and run-on sentences.
	  


	                     Revising Checklist
Read over your essay carefully, and check for each area listed below.  Make any changes needed to your essay. Check off each area on the chart when it is completed.
	

	Skill List
	Done

	Organization
	  

	Can the reader see or follow an organized plan for development?
	  

	Check for strong paragraph structure.
	

	Check for the five paragraph essay format.
	 

	Content
	 

	Does the paper respond to the assigned prompt?
	

	Is the main idea clear?
	 

	Do the ideas in each body paragraph support the main idea?
	 

	Are there sufficient examples and details?
	 

	Check for the best word choice.
	

	Does the conclusion summarize the main points?
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