Tutor and Tutee Reflections
TUTOR:

Elliott Smith, Holyoke Tutor/Mentor Program

The ideal tutor-learner relationship is one in which both people are learning… Not only are both tutor and learner being educated through their association with one another, both are also summoning courage and crossing borders, Smith says. For the learner, there may be a great deal of fear to overcome in order to enroll in an adult education class. “Consider what it takes for an adult to go back to school,” Smith says. “You have to fill out an application, you may have to take a test, and there’s a chance you will fail.” 

Source: http://www.holyokechamber.com/tutor/news.htm (excerpts)
TUTEES:
What We Would Like our Tutors to Know

The Tutor to Know Who They Are
They appreciate tutors who take the time to get to know them personally and take interest in their lives beyond the tutoring session. Comments from students in this area included: “Listen to my problems,” “Let me talk when I’m frustrated,” “Be a friend,” and “Get to know me, and then stick to things I should learn.” Students discussed how happy they were when their tutors asked questions about their daily lives, learned about their job or family, or took an interest in what they did the past weekend.
To Know the Tutor Too
Learning about each other is a two-way street, though. While they are glad that someone is taking an interest in them, they also want to know about the tutor. What has he done in his life? What life lessons can she teach me? Why is he helping me? What does she expect from me?

To Be Excited.

Other areas of discussion focused on how tutors should try to present lessons or topics of learning. Remarks included: “Don’t be boring! Make learning fun!”; “Don’t talk too fast.”; “I like variety.”; “Start from the bottom and work your way up to more difficult concepts and activities.”; “Don’t go too fast!”

Continuity
“Stick with students as long as you can—don’t start and stop.” This was a concern that all students agreed on…it takes time to learn how to tackle the topic of learning and to establish trust so the student is comfortable with the tutor.
Patience and Encouragement

Finally, a favorite remark was, “You’re never too old to learn!” The students want their tutors to remember this and not give up on them if they are have trouble learning something new. It’s not easy being an adult learner, and it takes a lot of courage to admit there’s a problem and to ask for help. But the students want their tutors to respect them for trying to learn things that maybe they should have learned years ago. And they want tutors to encourage them not to give up.
Source: PA ABLE Staff Handbook (excerpts)
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Enid and Hester

Enid has been working with me for three years in the Adult Basic Education at Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts.  She is my tutor. We have grown closer over time.

We have a lot in common. We live near each other in North Adams. We like to cook for our families and take care of our cats. We both go to school at MCLA, and that is how we met each other. 

We had to take time off from school for medical reasons. First, our husbands were hit by cars and we had to take care of them. Then I was in a car accident and hurt my leg.  Shortly after, Enid broke her foot in a fall. We have helped each other through bad times.

I hope that we will still be working together this summer because we know each other’s feelings and we count on each other. We are friends forever.
Source: http://www.abeged.com/Projects/Student_Essays.html
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