Module 3 HO 3.1 How the Internet Works
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Example: (a home computer connected to the Internet through adelphia.net)

1. Turn on your ocmputer

2. Using browser software, access the Internet – Computer to ISP

3. Go to a Web site’s server – ISP to routers (information packets) to 

4. Requested Web site’s server sends information to routers (information packets) to your ISP to your computer
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Completes the information request-receive loop.





A Quick Tour of a Typical Web Site: A Web site generally consists of multiple, interconnected pages. The following is a view of how the Milne Public Library home page appears through a popular browser: http://www.milnelibrary.org/ 

1. Browser tools help you navigate around the Web. These vary among browsers, but most include tools for moving back and forth between pages, saving data to your hard disk, and controlling how Web pages will appear on your screen. 

A "Bookmark" list, "favorites" list, or "hotlist" lets you save the names and locations of favorite sites for easy reference (usually accessible through pull-down menus).  

The Uniform Resource Locator (URL) is the address of a Web site. URLs for Web pages begin with the code http:// ("http" stands for hypertext transfer protocol). 

2. Hypertext hotlinks are connections to other pages and resources. To access, just click on them with your mouse or trackball. Most pages contain hotlinks throughout the text, as well as lists of links to other sites judged by the author/sponsor to be of particular interest. Some sites contain hotlinks to places where you can download software, listen to a sound file, or view a video clip.

3. Some Web pages contain special graphic buttons that, when clicked, take you to another resource as would a regular hotlink.
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Information Travels from


Web User to a Web Site


and Returns from


Web Site to Web User
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